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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments and Amendments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, filed 3/6/2006, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 
1-22 under 35 USC 102(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made as shown below. 

Due to Applicant's amendments and/or arguments, all claim objections and 
rejections under 35 USC 112 2 nd paragraph are hereby withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall, have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bolotin 
USP 6,591,486. 

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
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under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Bolotin discloses a similar micro device assembly system programming system 
(10) comprising: 

• An input feeder (76) 

• A programming system (40), the programming system adjacent to the input 
feeder and positionable adjacent to the assembly system (10) (fig. 1,3), the 
programming system having a plurality of in-line sockets (18) 

• A handling system (20,32) operatively associated with the input feeder and the 
programming system (C5/L29-37,43-50) 

• The programming system has the plurality of in-line sockets parallel to the linear 
row of micro devices provided by the input feeder (fig. 1 ,3) 

• The handling system is capable of only two axes of movement (fig. 1 ,3) 

• the input feeder and the processing system are collinear with the linear row of the 
input feeder collinear with the linear row of the processing system (fig. 1 ,3) 

• a transfer mechanism (14) operatively associated with the programming system 

• a second input feeder (78) 
Regarding claim 21, 

• a longitudinally extending conveyor system (14) 

• a robotic handing system (20,32) 
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• a control system (37) 

• an input feeder having a width, a height, and a depth greater than the width, its 
depth perpendicular to and offset from the longitudinal length of the conveyor 
system (fig. 1,3) 

• a reject area (inherent from C3/L18-1 9) 

• the input feeder is selected from a group of input feeder sources consisting of a 
tape and reel, a tray, tray stacker, tube, tube stacker, and a combination thereof 
(C5/L9-12) 

4. Claims 1 1-18, 21-28, and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by White USP 6,230,067. 

White discloses a similar micro device assembly system programming system 
(20) comprising: 

• An input feeder (140) (C4/L63-67, C5/L1-8) 

• A programming system (100), the programming system adjacent to the input 
feeder and positionable adjacent to the assembly system (116) (fig.2), the 
programming system having a plurality of in-line sockets (C5/L9-24, C8/L3-12) 

• A handling system (120) operatively associated with the input feeder and the 
programming system (C4/L63-67, C5/L1-8) 

• The programming system has the plurality of in-line sockets parallel to the linear 
row of micro devices provided by the input feeder (fig.2) 

• The handling system is capable of only two axes of movement (fig.2) 



Application/Control Number: 10/797,999 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3651 

• the input feeder and the processing system are collinear with the linear row of the 
input feeder collinear with the linear row of the processing system (fig. 2) 

• a transfer mechanism (1 1 0) operatively associated with the programming system 
(C6/L48-51) 

Regarding claim 21, 

• a longitudinally extending conveyor system (110) 

• a robotic handing system (120) 

• a control system (130) 

• an input feeder having a width, a height, and a depth greater than the width, its 
depth perpendicular to and offset from the longitudinal length of the conveyor 
system (fig. 2) 

• a reject area (inherent from C2/L60-62) 

• the input feeder is selected from a group of input feeder sources consisting of a 
tape and reel, a tray, tray stacker, tube, tube stacker, and a combination thereof 
(C8/L25-28) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 19 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over White USP 6,230,067 in view of Ma USP 5,651,176. 

White discloses all the limitations of the claim (see H4), but does not expressly 
disclose a second input feeder. 

Ma teaches a second input feeder for the purpose of allowing for synchronous 
mass production and thus the reduction of delays in circuit board fabrication (C3/L5-19). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to employ a second input feeder, as taught by Ma, in the device of White, for the 
purpose of allowing for synchronous mass production and thus the reduction of delays 
in circuit board fabrication. 



Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leslie A. Nicholson III whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5487. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Crawford can be reached on 571-272-6911. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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